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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 14-16, 25, and 34-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Mildh et al., US Patent Application Publication Number 2002/0193139 
(hereinafter Mildh). 

Regarding claim 14, Mildh discloses a method in a communication device, the 
method comprising: receiving system information, the system information including 
pointer information indicating where the communication device may obtain information 
about multiple core networks sharing a common access network from which the system 
information was received; attempting to connect to one of the multiple core networks 
using the information about multiple core networks sharing the common access network 
from which the system information was received [paragraphs 0009-0010, 0014-0019]. 

Regarding claim 15, Mildh discloses selecting the one of the multiple core 
networks to which the communication device attempts to connect using the information 
about multiple core networks sharing the common access network from which the 
system information message was received [paragraph 0018]. 
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Regarding claim 16, Mildh discloses obtaining an identity for the core network to 
which the communication device attempts to connect using the pointer information 
[paragraph 0016]. 

Regarding claim 25, Mildh discloses a method in a communication device, the 
method comprising: receiving information about multiple core networks sharing a 
common access network, the information including at least one of identities of at least 
some of the multiple core networks sharing the common access network, core network 
domain information, information on services supported by at least some of the multiple 
core networks sharing the common access network; selecting a core network to which 
the communication device attempts to connect using the information received 
[paragraphs 0009-0010, 0014-0019]. 

Regarding claim 34, Mildh discloses a method in a communications network 
entity, the method comprising: receiving preferred core network information from a 
communication device; selecting a core network for the communication device; giving 
consideration to the preferred core network information received from the 
communication device when selecting the core network for the communication device 
[paragraphs 0009-0010, 0014-0019, 0035-0039]. 

Regarding claim 35, Mildh discloses receiving the at least one preferred core 
network from a communication device in a connection request from the communication 
device [paragraph 0035]. 

Regarding claim 36, Mildh discloses a method in a communications network 
entity, the method comprising: receiving a communication device identity from a 
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communication device; selecting a core network from multiple core networks sharing a 
common access network for the communication device based on the communication 
device identity [paragraphs 0009-0010, 0014-0019, 0032]. 

3. Claims 14-16, 25, 27, 28, 30, 32, 33, and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
as being anticipated by Costa et al., US Patent Number 7,280,516 (hereinafter Costa). 

Regarding claim 14, Costa discloses a method in a communication device, the 
method comprising: receiving system information, the system information including 
pointer information indicating where the communication device may obtain information 
about multiple core networks sharing a common access network from which the system 
information was received; attempting to connect to one of the multiple core networks 
using the information about multiple core networks sharing the common access network 
from which the system information was received [col. 2: lines 13-27; col. 4: lines 43-51; 
col. 5: line 56 - col. 6: line 5]. 

Regarding claim 15, Costa discloses selecting the one of the multiple core 
networks to which the communication device attempts to connect using the information 
about multiple core networks sharing the common access network from which the 
system information message was received [col. 2: lines 13-27; col. 4: lines 43-51; col. 5: 
line 56 - col. 6: line 5]. 

Regarding claim 16, Costa discloses obtaining an identity for the core network to 
which the communication device attempts to connect using the pointer information [col. 
2: lines 13-27; col. 4: lines 43-51; col. 5: line 56 - col. 6: line 5]. 
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Regarding claim 25, Costa discloses a method in a communication device, the 
method comprising: receiving information about multiple core networks sharing a 
common access network, the information including at least one of identities of at least 
some of the multiple core networks sharing the common access network, core network 
domain information, information on services supported by at least some of the multiple 
core networks sharing the common access network; selecting a core network to which 
the communication device attempts to connect using the information received [col. 2: 
lines 13-27; col. 4: lines 43-51; col. 5: line 56 - col. 6: line 5]. 

Regarding claim 27, Costa discloses a wireless communications system 
information message modulated on a radio frequency carrier, the communications 
system information message comprising: an information block, the information block 
including a data field for a number indicating how many core networks share a common 
access network received [col. 2: lines 13-27; col. 4: lines 43-51; col. 5: line 56 - col. 6: 
line 5; col. 6: lines 37-39]. 

Regarding claim 28, Costa discloses the information block is a core network- 
identifying portion of the system information message [col. 5: lines 56-59]. 

Regarding claim 30, Costa discloses a wireless communications system 
information message modulated on a radio frequency carrier, the communications 
system information message comprising: an information block, the information block 
including a pointer to a location where identities for multiple wireless communications 
core networks sharing a common access network may be obtained [col. 2: lines 13-27; 
col. 4: lines 43-51; col. 5: line 56 - col. 6: line 5; col. 6: lines 37-39]. 
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Regarding claim 32, Costa discloses a wireless communications system 
information broadcast message modulated on a radio frequency carrier, the 
communications system information broadcast message comprising an information 
block, the information block including a pseudo network identity identifying multiple core 
networks sharing a common access network [col. 2: lines 13-27; col. 4: lines 43-51; col. 
5: line 56 - col. 6: line 5; col. 6: lines 37-39]. 

Regarding claim 33, Costa discloses a wireless network connection request 
message modulated on a radio frequency carrier, the network connection request 
message comprising: an information block, the information block including a data field 
for indicating that a network entity may select, on behalf of a communication device, one 
of a plurality of core networks sharing a common access network [col. 2: lines 13-27; 
col. 4: lines 43-51 ; col. 5: line 56 - col. 6: line 5; col. 6: lines 37-39]. 

Regarding claim 36, Costa discloses a method in a communications network 
entity, the method comprising: receiving a communication device identity from a 
communication device; selecting a core network from multiple core networks sharing a 
common access network for the communication device based on the communication 
device identity [col. 2: lines 13-27; col. 4: lines 43-51; col. 5: line 56 - col. 6: line 5; col. 
6: lines 37-39; col. 7: lines 13-17]. 

4. Claims 25, 26, and 36-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Haumont etal., US Patent Application Publication Number 2004/0258019 
(hereinafter Haumont). 
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Regarding claim 25, Haumont discloses a method in a communication device, 
the method comprising: receiving information about multiple core networks sharing a 
common access network, the information including at least one of identities of at least 
some of the multiple core networks sharing the common access network, core network 
domain information, information on services supported by at least some of the multiple 
core networks sharing the common access network; selecting a core network to which 
the communication device attempts to connect using the information received 
[paragraphs 0006, 0018, 0038, 0041, 0043]. 

Regarding claim 26, Haumont discloses receiving the information in response to 
an unsuccessful core network connection attempt [paragraphs 0048, 0054]. 

Regarding claim 36, Haumont discloses a method in a communications network 
entity, the method comprising: receiving a communication device identity from a 
communication device; selecting a core network from multiple core networks sharing a 
common access network for the communication device based on the communication 
device identity [paragraphs 0006, 0018, 0038, 0041, 0043]. 

Regarding claim 37, Haumont discloses at the network entity, receiving the 
communication device identity from the communication device in response to the 
network entity requesting the communication device identity [paragraphs 0006, 0018, 
0038, 0041, 0043]. 

Regarding claim 38, Haumont discloses, at the network entity, receiving a 
connection request from the communication device, requesting the communication 
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device identity in response to receiving the connection request from the communication 
device [paragraphs 0006, 0018, 0038, 0041, 0043]. 

5. Claim 36 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hurtta et aL, 
US Patent Application Publication Number 2004/0017798 (hereinafter Hurtta). 

Regarding claim 36, Hurtta discloses a method in a communications network 
entity, the method comprising: receiving a communication device identity from a 
communication device; selecting a core network from multiple core networks sharing a 
common access network for the communication device based on the communication 
device identity [paragraphs 0026, 0038, 0043-0044]. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 1-13 and 18-24 are allowed, as indicated in the previous office action. 

7. Claims 17, 29, and 31 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments filed 7/24/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Regarding claims 14, 25, 34, and 36, the Examiner maintains that Mildh 
discloses the claimed limitations. Applicant argues that Mildh does not teach pointer 
information indicating where the communication device may obtain information about 
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core networks. However, Mildh teaches this limitation in the disclosure of the SI and/or 
PSI message telling the mobile station which core network it should camp on. Applicant 
also argues that Mildh does not teach receiving preferred core network information from 
a communication device. However, the Examiner respectfully disagrees and contends 
that this is taught in paragraphs 0035-0039. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 27, 28, 30, 32, and 33 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Further, independent claims 14, 25, and 36 are additionally rejected under newly 
cited references. 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Erika A. Gary whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7841. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Appiah can be reached on 571-272-7904. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

EAG 

October 24, 2007 
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